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NEW LOOK IN YARD AT MANSION 


The beck yard is looking much better this summer than it has for the lact few 
years. The lawn that died from summer heat was reseeded this spring and has 
come up in most places. The Garden Club has redesigned the parterre beds. We 
should say they removed them, ivy and all, and put in a long, narrow bed on 
each cide of the flagstone path, which makes it easier to temd them. The pre- 


sent beds are planted with some everpreens, some perennials and annuals, and 


are colorful and attractive, with a mulched path around them. The small button- 


wood tree on Perkins Green, donated by the Garden Club two years ago, died in 


the chill of winter, but hopefully it is coming up from the roots again, and 


will develop into a tree again. The large maple by the driveway on the north 


cide of the house has also been affected by something, and is dying. Several 
of the lerge dead branches have been removed, to keep them from being blown 

down by storms, and in due time and if we can afford it, we will have to have 
the whole tree taken down. : 


If you drive by the Mansion and see several children or early teen-agers in the 
yard, don't think the curator has lost her buttons end is letting the place be 
overrun. They are working for her. Weeds have been pulled from lawns by the 


ton, almost, broken limbs (tree and shrub) tied up and put out for the tresh 


}, 


P 


| 


collection, some overgrown shrubs pruned, and the picket fence by the firehouse 
is being painted, all for a modest wege. They ere local children who want to 
earn money, and have proved very helpful, really interested, and are all very 
polite. If some particular child is a trouble-maker, the curator is wernedc 

and can take steps. And vandalism has dropped to almost zero. 


| ACCESSIONS 

Colored photo of Ralph Earl portreit of Elizabeth Harris Richards (Mrs. Guy 
Richards) - gift of Guy Rickards | | 

Dress sword (Civil War period), revolver & bullet mold of Capt. James H.Rogers 
of New London,-gift of Mystic. Seaport | 


a 


Astronomical Almanack by Nathaniel Ames, 1769, printed by T. Green = bought by 
Society 

Photostets of front & back peges of above almaneck - gift of Hazel Johnson | 

Sanborn insurance maps of New London, 1921, recopyrighted 1948 - Gift of Hubert 
Ryan 

Immigrants to New England, 1700-1775, comp. by Ethel S. Bolton = given in honor 
of Harold Cone & Fred Smith by Fellow Historians 

Canton for the Collector, by Jane Wilson - gift of Mr. & Mrs. Hector Bernier 


CIVIL WAR DIARY of Charles T. Hill, cont. 


Oct. 8, '63. I am tired of this kind of life. It is worse than nothing. The 
hogs at home have got it better. Now I dont get but half enought to eat. Sat~ 
urday, Oct. 10. When I get home I shell know how to prise it. I never shall go 
Far agein. No never. When I was to home I was not contented. I thought that © 
I would find some place better than home, but I never have found thet place yet} 
Home is home let it be ever so poor. Oct. 12. I got e letter from home dated f 
Sept. the 8th, 1863. it brought the sad newes of fathers death. I feel his 
loss very mutch but I was glad to heare that he met a change before he dide 
and I hope to meet him in that land of Rest Where thire is no parting, no tear 
is shead. Oct. 14. I wrote a letter to mother this afternoon but I could not 
write what I wanted two for they don't allow us to write by a few lines at a 
time. I don't see what the reason is. I cant see eny hurt in it but I hope 
that the time is short for me to stay in thire hands. The news is tonight 
that Charleston hes surrendered. My God grant that it is so. Oct. 15. Ohl 
tho't they would send us threw into our own lines again where I could get 
things that we went and cant get heere. It is cold heare now and I hope that 
the time will soon come for us to leave this Island for I am sick of staying 
hear lying on the ground, no blanket, nor nothing to put on and no shirt on. 
It is hard. It aint because I had not got them to put on for I had some good 
ones in my napsack but that was left back on Fellows Island. If I had them now) 
they would do me some good but I haven't got them and wishing don't get them. 
Oct. 20. It is hard to see men lye heare on this cold ground and damp and die 
for want of good care but the Rebels don't care enything about it and then to 
shoot men for nothing. Thire aint hardly a day but thire is two or 3 men taken © 
out dea. It is a hard site but we have to stanc it. Oct. 21. The mle come 
yesterday but I did not get enything but some of the Boys did. It looks like 
old times to see the maie come even if I dont get eny but I hope the time will © 
soon come that the male will come and all the letters sealed. Oct. 23. Wet | 
and cold. The Rebels sent some more men heare this morning in the Rain end they 
heve got no tents to stay in. that shows how mutch feeling they have got. Oct. 
24. Cloudy and cold this morning. it looks hard to see men lay out in the cold. 
it is killing them and we don't get but half enought to eat but they are bet- 
ter clothed than we are for they have got thire blankets with them and some 
have got thire napsacks with them. Oct 25. One of the guards shot a man this 
morning. It was the sargent of the Working Squed. he got up on the bank to 3 
stake it out so that men could shovel it down. He shot him in cold blood. How © 
long must we stand and see fellow soldiers shot like a dog and not sey one ) 
word if we did they would shoot us. Oct. 30. This is the last day of the mounth: 
it will soon be four mounts that I shall be a prisenor of war. it is hard to be 
in sutch a condishion. Nov. 3. It is cold nights and days now. some of the boys 
are eick. I don't want to be sick in this plece for I chould not have good care 


‘ 


J 
The Rebels don't care enything for us. 


Diary ended abruptly at that point. He may have gotten ill and not been able 
to write. He wasn't paroled until March, 1864, and must have been quite ill, 
for he died Mar. 26, 1864, probably before he could get home again. 


To make raspberry, strawberry, cherry or other such 

: waters 
Take the ripest raspberries, strein them through a linen cloth to express all 
the joice out of them. Pub this in a glass bottle uncorked and set it in the 
sun, in a stove, or before the fire, till cleared down. Then decant it gently 
into another bottle, without disturbing the dregs on the bottom. To half a 
pint of this juice, put a quartof common water, and a quarter of a pound of 
sugar. Beat all together, by pouring backwards and forwards from one vessel 
into enother, strain it through a linen cloth, and set it to cool in a pail of 
ice. It is a fine cooling draught in the summer. 


To make a cooling cinnamon water 


Boil one quart of water in a glass vessel before the fire. Then take it off 
and put in two or three cloves, and about half an ounce :of whole cinnamon. 
Stop well the bottle; and when the water is cold, put half a pint only of it 
into two querts of water with sugar to your palate, a quarter of a pound is 
generally the proper quantity. When done, cool it, as usual, in ice bevore 
serving. 


To make cedrat water 


Squeeze the juice. ouf of thirteen lemons, which strain through a cloth and 
put them aside. Then put two quarts and a half of water in a pan. In a piece 
of linen put three other lemons parted into quarters, which tle and suspend 
in the water, then boil them till the water has entirely extracted the taste 
of the lemons, and take them out. | 


In this water, thus prepared, put four pounds of sugar, and make a syrup, 
which clarify according to art, with the white of an egg. When done, put this 
syrup with the juice of your thirteen lemons, and boil all together again to 
the consistence of a syrup to the pearl degree, then bottle it. When you want 
to use, it put four or five ounces of sugar in a quart of water and strain it 
through a jelly bag, then put in a table spoonful or more of of your syrup, 
beat, cool, and drink it. 


Keep cool with the above drinks from Valuable Secrets, 1795. 
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